Lac Megantic Rail Disaster 

Industrialization is an important and relevant aspect of our daily lives. Industrialization has both advantages and disadvantages to the environment and that includes the air, water, plants and people. Industrialization has both advantages and disadvantages .In some cases disadvantages outweigh the advantages. A good example of an industrial catastrophe is the Lac Megantic rail disaster which occurred on the 6th of July, 2013 (The Fifth Estate, 2017).
On that fateful day, a train with 52 cars of oil crushed at Lac Megantic Quebec, Canada. This caused a major environmental impact as well as a tragedy to many people as many lives were lost. The environmental impacts included air pollution due to toxic cloud, water contamination due to oil spillage. The Estrie Public Health Department acted in response to the disaster to assist people who have been directly affected health wise by the environmental contamination (Genereux, Petit, Maltais & Roy, 2016) .The toxic cloud mostly had the chemicals and fumes released by the burning of oil which led to death and adverse and chronic effects on individuals in the area at the time.
The environmental impact had short term and long term effects. The short term effects included immediate deaths due to suffocation from the toxic cloud, burnt plants around and water contamination. The long term led to chronic illnesses, mental health issues due to the traumatic event, destruction of property and biological consequences. In conclusion there were more disadvantages than advantages in this situation. More actions should be taken with regards to chemical handling as this is the source of environmental problems as well as others.





In my opinion, there should be strict laws on transportation of oil or other chemicals as they are hazardous. The train had many car oils on it and also there should be more trained and licensed people who should drive. There should also be improved emergency plans so as to come up with better and faster disaster management plans. Lastly, there should be well enhanced ways and invention on how to transport chemicals and with regards to environmental consideration.
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